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A HAPPY AND PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR! 
FICTION 


A Few Good Bets But No Must Books 


The Kathleen Norris anthology will reenforce her conservative market, THESE I LIKE 
BEST (Doubleday, Doran); for rentals there's a new Temple Bailey, THE BLUE CLOAK 
(Houghton, Mifflin)s« One dark horse, FEAST OF REASON, by Dorothy Walworth (Farrar 
& Rinehart). See below for reports. 


January 24 Tomunany aT ~~ Philadel phja ole, | 
Norris, Kathleen THESE I LIKE BEST Doubleday, Doran 


This is a collection of her own stories and novels, selected on the basis 
of her own preferences. For this reason, I stated above that the anthology would pPe- 
enforce her conservative market, for here are some old favorites. Little Ships was an 

ay early full-length novel, which was not serialized, and therefore will be new to many. 
The setting and period @re pre-fire San Francisco, and for all who knew the old city, 
it will have a nostalgic quality and appeal. Barberry Bush has been out of print for 
some time. The Monterey coast is the setting for a not-too-happy story of marriage. 
Mother makes the collection the surest candidate for the market indicated. The short 
stories represent different types of Mrs. Norris’ work, and among them are Yesterday, 
her own favorite short story, and Sinners, generally ranked as her best. The collec-~- 
tion cleses with an essay on the joys of reading, Beauty in Letters, The material on 
the whole dates less than I should have expected, and reveals her faculty for touching 
the human note. Personally, I prefer her work of this period to the present. #%2.50 


Collier, John PRESENTING MOONSHINE y Viking 


A collection cf short stories by an Englishman, who has done a few novels, 
of rather exotic interest, and some short bits in the New Yorker. This is a mad, mac~ 
abre collection, revealing a gift for fantasy, nicely counterbalanced by an easy, real 
sense of detail and dialogue. Stories of the unnatural and the supernatural, of talk- 
ing pigs, literary gorillas, man-eating orchids, jinns and devils, of insanity and 
murder and suicide, of eccentricities and deviations. There is an oceasional touch of 
Saki, exaggerated and distorted, but with the ironical and humorous twist. Limited as 


to market, and certainly not for your convalescent short story shelf. $2.50 ae 
f- 26+ #/ : 
Kaup, Elizabeth Dewing NOT FOR THE MEEK Macmillan 





This was scheduled under March date and the title, Portrait in Steel. Now, 
/ as selection of the February Literary Guild, the date is pushed up, the title changed 
@ te Not for the Meek. (Tie-up at close of book with tombstone inscription, as satiric 
. -@uthor comment, I should say.) Those who liked My Son, My Son for its broad scope, 
its rich canvas, its father-son relationship, its saga quality, its self-made man 
theme, will like similar aspects of this novel. But where Howard Spring's novel had 
an emotional content, a recognition quality that made for popularity, this book seema 
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to me cold-blooded, objective, with the central character, - whose retrospective musings, 
as he realizes that his autobiography cannot be written, make the story - a not particu- 
larly lovable figure. He was a Dane, of simple peasant stock; he was intensely ambi- 
tious, craving power more than wealth; he brooked no interference, and used what came 

to hand. And he became an American steel master, a great industrialist. He was essen- 
tially honest, but not particularly human. He had little feeling for his children, 
though he was detached enough to distrust and dislike his good-for-nothing son. His 

two loves were for the wife he had married because she had what he lacked, and the 
daughter of the cousin he had idolized as a boy, and who was more than his own daughters 
were to him. It is in the relationship between the older man and the aggressive, suc- 
cessful girl, that the best of the book is revealed. But, frankly, I don't see it as 


another Macmillan ten strike, though it has elements of success. $2.75 
February 6 [Lo 
Croy, Homer MR. MEEK MARCHES ON Harper 


Homespun telling of a slight tale, which reduces to their simplest forms 
the taxation questions of today. It is a pleasant fable, told in the manner of Six- 
teen Hands, with a somewhat unsophisticated appeal in its wishful thinking. A small 
shop owner from Missouri, rebels at the snowballing of taxes and organizes a rebellion. 
He takes his problems to Washington - finds no solution - loses his store back home - 
and then becomes mayor only to find that his private solution creates more problems 


of its own. He cuts the Gordian knot - and the town is saved. $2.50 
February 7 
Douglas, Ronald MacDonald THE CLOSED DOOR Modern Age 


The story of a Scotch lassie who becomes imprisoned in a mental home and 
cannot escape, an arresting story which for all its many incredibly barbarous scenes 
and events holds one for the reading. Rosie, who starts to work at 15 as a housemaid, | 
eventually goes to her grandfather who bullies and abuses her so that she runs away. 4 
She suffers a five day lapse of amnesia (after which time the police send her to an 4 
asylum); during the period she has become pregnant, so on recovery of her memory, she 4 
conceals her identity, and is moved to the dreaded asylum near her home. The tortures { 
there make this seen incredible today (the time is not indicated), and in the rrocess 
she loses her child, and eventually, with the help of a nurse, escapes. Soo« after she . 
gets a position in a sympathetic family, and there she stays. The Scotch background q 
and dialect may somewhat limit popular interest, but as a story it reads rapidly and 


well, with some of the hold of The Outward Room. $2.50 : 
February 10 q 
McCord, Joseph HIS WIFE THE DOCTOR Macrae Smith 


Marital and medical troubles of Serenity Parrish, infant prodigy doctor, if 
whose success as head of a large women's hospital, almost wrecks her husband's initi- 
ative. A would-be writer, he falls into do-nothing habits, seeks sympathy from a fellow 
artist, and Serenity is shocked into realization of the challenge before her. She has 


professional troubles as well, and finds that life is a double hazard. But all smoothes q 
out. McCoy McCord. Rentals. 


$2.00 
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Bailey, Temple THE BLUE CLOAK Houghton, Mifflin 





Temple more lavish than ever in this storm-tossed tale of Erik, a viking 
in spirit, and his two girls, the one who brought him torment and the one who brought 
him peace. Erik was brought up in North Dakota, but the lure of the sea was in his 
blood. Amelie, the girl next door, is forgotten, when he meets Nancy at Gloucester, 
where they share their love of the sea, and Erik is caught in the net of her charm. 
But eventually, he finds that his true love is for Amelie. More substantial than 
Temple Bailey's recent novels, with a saga motif. Dependable rentals. $2.00 






























Armstrong, Thomas THE CROWTHERS OF BANKDAM Macmillan 


I'm somewhat saturated with this all too familiar design of family saga, 

mill background, three generation pattern, and a lack of plot cohesion or deeply etched 
characterization. Almost in advance I can plot the curves:- the old man, who set the 
standards and ideals, the sons developing along diametrically opposite lines, one loyal 
to the mill, the other an opportunist and grafter; a third generation, with the tenden~ 
cies more deeply defined - and the swing back, after various ramifications, to another 
"master" in the grandson who bears the old man's name. Conventional story, against a 
Yorkshire background (dialect et al); recalls Bentley's Inheritance, and Taylor Cald- 
well's Dynasty of Death, without the substance or quality of either. $2.75 


February 20 
Hatch, Eric UNEXPECTED UNCLE Farrar & Rinehart 


Likable foolery concerning the romance of Kathleen and Johnsy, with a more 
serious note anent the social philosophy, to remove it - slightly - from the straight 
farce of some of his earlier books. Kathleen has lost her job, but an "adopted" uncle, 
gentleman of fortune, plays deus ex machina, guides her through Florida social antics, 
and does his bit when Johnsy, wealthy playboy who has given her a rush disappears. He 
is found - the engagement goes through per schedule - and then preoccupation with bus- 
iness almost smashes things again when Johnsy is recalled to the factory. Once again 
Mansley turns the trick. Not hard on the grey matter. Rentals. $2.00 


February 21 
Coxe, Howard COMMEND THE DEVIL Duell, Sloan & Pearce 


A very modern story of the present generation at odds with the surveillance 
and jurisdiction of their elders. In this particular tale, the problem faces an aristo-— 
cratic widow who has alternately spoiled and disciplined her son, a tubercular, and her 
daughter, who married a rotter as a gesture of defiance. Her daughter's marriage and 
her son's affair with a dancer both break up, and the two become involved in a sabotage 
case from which the mother extricates them - for the last time. Inconclusive, with im- 
maturity of writing and plot, a fragment of modern life rather than a rounded story - but 
Coxe is talented. $2.50 


February 24 
Fl Patterson, Norma WEST OF THE WEATHER Farrar & Rinehart 


Slick, well turned out article for rental trade. Robin is a working girl, 
and the chance to pinch-hit for her glamorous cousin Suzanne, on g trip to Honolulu, 
proves too tempting to pass up. She falls for Suzanne's ex-fiance, runs out on the 
situation when Suzanne reappears - but eventually all is patched up satisfactorily. 

: $2.00 
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February 27 | 
i) 
Walworth, Dorothy FEAST OF REASON Farrar & Rinehart 


° Shrewd satire combined with sense and sensibility in this portrait of a 
phoney progressive girls' college, "Future College” (all front and no backbone). Susan i 
gets the job as dean, and discovers the emptiness behind the front, and the inadequacies i 
of the feathery, brittle woman president. Susan wins the confidence of the girls and 

eventually proves her facts to the trustees. A good woman's book, somewhat along the ; 
lines of Elinor Rice's The Best Butter. Dorothy Walworth is at her best in her satiric 





moments; she gets a bit slushy when romance appears. $2.50 
February 28 | 
Schachner, Nathan BY THE DIM LAMPS Stokes 


This was scheduled for November publication, then postponed to date indi- 
cated above. (Original report appeared 10/15/40.) A long historical novel of New 
Orleans and Louisiana during and after the Civil War, with the story focusing on the 
love troubles of Hugh and Sally. It panoramas the whole political, social and economic | 
problems of those years. Against a background of political corruption and plunder, the | 
Negro and labor issues, the destructive driving forces of Southern pride and hotheaded- 
ness, is set the romance of Hugh, the realist, and Sally, the emotionalist. Sally re- 
sents Hugh's farsightedness in training for a war he knows is inevitable, in’ management 
of a plantation for the Federal government, in his political work during the Reconstruc- 
tion. But eventually, she capitulates. This has many of the elements that made for 


success in Gone With the Wind, but lacks the vitality. Better than most. $2.75 
March *#? 19 
Thorndike, J.P. NOT TO THE STRONG Crowell 


Story with smatterings of Maugham, of Kipling, etc. in the narrative of a 
man's struggle against himself to conquer the fear of fear, against a setting of British 
East Africa, near Nairobi, before the first world war. John Bradley has a job as tax 
collector, but loses his nerve, is ill and nursed back to health by Anna. Her father 
demands that he prove himself before he goes farther. Comes the war - and Bradley's 
chance, but for two years he flunks the test. Finally, in a crisis he realizes that 
he is not a coward — he saves a young soldier and the girl he loves - and is himself 


miraculously rescued. Good of its kind, holding interest, but with touches of purple 


ink here and there. Men largely - rentals. $2.50 
March 7 
THUNDER BEFORE SEVEN Doubleday, Doran 


Brand, Anna 


A very detailed historical background of American colonization of Texas, of 
Austin's share and the milestones on the way to final uprisings. A good solid job, 
that neither romanticizes nor glorifies the hotheadedness of the time. 
Tyler, hotblooded adventurer, gets bogged down in the country of his choice. 
married to a woman he does not love, and the woman he loves is married to another; 
circumstances complete the wreckage of his hopes of freedom. The war with Mexico gives 
him his chance, and he wins his freedom, as freedom is won for Texas. Not as glamorous 
a story:’as Laura Krey's On the Long Tide - but should appeal to that market. $2.50 


One Blazeley 
He is 
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March 7 Y 


"Elizabeth” ONE THING IN COMMON Doubleday, Doran 


Omnibus volume, containing, Vera, The Enchanted April and Love. Nostalgic 
quality, as one looks back on a Europe that will never come again. $2.50 


Havighurst, Walter NO HOMEWARD COURSE Doubleday, Doran 


Good adventure, with a timeliness that gives it the flavor of contemporary 
importance, but which will soon be superseded by new headline stuff. A German raider 
in the Caribbean, committing acts of modern piracy, has looted six enemy ships, sunk 
them, and taken the passengers prisoner. All but one have virtually the run of the 
ship, and the courteous treatment of guests, on the part of the captain. That one is 
a British Intelligence Officer, held incommunicado in hopes of securing his assistance 
in decyphering codes. His state wins the compassion (for a time she thinks the love) 
of an American girl, whose father, a financier, is dying for lack of insulin. But the 
real romance is between the girl and the young scientist, with whom she fights a losing 
struggle against cholera in the hold. Adventure, romance, and an imaginary picture of 


life aboard an enemy raider on suicidal errand. Rentals. $2.60 
March 13 


Widdemer, Margaret LOVER'S ALIBI Farrar & Rinehart 


More lightweight than usual - story of Park Avenue socialite turned penni- 
less, who goes into an original business to finance herself and her unworldly aunt. She 
sets up an alibi bureau, for everything from double dating to higamy. This involves her 
in some matters not wholly to her liking, but she finally unscrambles the mess and 
straightens out her own heart interests. Frivolous fluff. Rentals. $2 .00 


‘ 


Loring, Emilie WHERE BEAUTY DWELLS Little, Brown 


Dexterously devised light love plus, in this story of two sisters, both 
lovely, though the elder is crippled. Old pattern with new variations, as a feud de- 
velops with the Major next door - there's a shooting, there's a Fifth Columnist, there's 
a general embroilment, but at the close the girls find love and the feud is quashed. 
Capable Loring for the dependable fans. $2.00 


Late Arrivals 
January 2 
Meyersburg, Dorothy SEVENTH AVENUE Dutton 


A story of the seamy side of labor unions and an inside picture of the cheap 
dress manufacturing on Seventh Avenue, New York. The central figures are a clever woman 
designer and her boss, with whom she becomes emotionally involved, but toth are too es- 
sentially fine to betray their home ties. The woman has been forced back into business 
by financial reverses; she forges to the top again, and the leftish éJements in labor 
crack down on the organization; they move to Georgia, rebuild - and again the unions 
are their downfall. The main interest in the story is the human side, but the background 
has a ring of authenticity, and the rather unsympathetic picture of unions may recommend 


ag it to certain types of readers. $2.50 





Announcing new edition of 
Terhune, Albert Payson LAD: A DOG Dutton 


With illustrations by Robert Dickey. $2.00 
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January 3 
Clements, E.H. BRIGHT INTERVALS Dutton 


Not a mystery this time ( remember Let Him Die - 7/15/40 — page 310 ), 
though the characters are the same. An English story of holiday life complicated by 
family troubles. Howard is acting guardian for the young Chattans:- Elizabeth is mar- 
ried to Allister and about to have a baby, Davis is doing some kicking over the traces, 
Catherine is quite obvious in her infatuation for Howard, and High almost gets himself 
drowned. All of this is not wholly comprehensible to Howard's fiancee, Rosalind, who 
resents his concern over his charges. But he proves his love for her, and all is un- 
tangled. Pleasant - likable people in likable trivia, which those who like Ethel 


Boileau and Sheriff will find quite charming. $2.00 
January 10 
Cunningham, Louis Arthur | MARIONETTE Penn 


Very pure and very simple story of the romance of Bionde and De Varin. 
Bionde's love for De Varin gives her courage to refuse the man her family has chogen, 
but De Varin convinces her that he no longer cares, and fame claims her with her skat- 
ing prowess. Meantime, Varin becomes a successful marionetter master, and Bionde is a 
hit in the pictures, so chance brings them together, and misunderstandings of the past 
are unravelled....What things do happen to these Acadians. $2.00 


MYSTERIES, WESTERNS AND THRILLERS 
January 2 3/26 
White, Ethel Lina SOME MUST WATCH Harper 
Thermal thriller along reliable lines. Impetuous, curious and oh so 


helpful Helen, employed in an isolated English house, is made more and more vulnerable 
for a triple killer as her defenses disappear, leaving her to face fate alone. Rescue 


at the almost impossible eleventh hour. $2.00 
January 10 
Bandolier, Stephen MURDER MANANA Duell, Sloan & Pearce 


Thriller rather than sleuther, a bit forced, but with possibilities as a 
time-passer. A crime reporter becomes foreign correspondent for a South American em- 
broglio. Nazi penetration; an inventor with discoveries of international interest; 
newspaper correspondents; a Soviet agent - and plenty of adventure for our hero. $2.00 


Femuery 15 of + ", 


Dix, Beulah Marie WEDDING EVE MURDER McBride 


Sue Carter, 18 year old chit, visits her cousins on the eve of a wedding and 
witnesses first one, then another murder. She is held silent by her family, but confides 
in Royce, who turns out to be a G-man, incognito. The murderer is her cousin Ned, de- 
termined to protect the bride from blackmail and bigamy. Cosy chatter, but the mystery 
elements are ephemeral. 


$2.00 
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Bentley, John MR. MARLOW CHOOSES WINE 


Action adventure rather than Al detection. Marlow on the hunt for dope- 
smugglers, takes in a lot of the Riviera coast, plenty of sluggings, liquor and eventu- 
ally has to use his strong-arm methods to outsmart a wily Turk and his gang. It takes 
several attempts on his life, and the help of the police to smash the ring, but a fool- 


proof scheme lands his fish in the net. $2.00 
January 28 

Dollond, John A GENTLEMAN HANGS Macmillan 

° Good English eeny-meeny-miny-mo sort of sleuthing, which involves police, 


crime writer and various amateurs. Three deaders ~- the problem motive and opportunity 
rather than means, and the tenants of the converted flats being the main handful of 
suspects. Blackmail, petty thievery and an assortment of characters fill in competently, 
while some pleasant dialogue helps a plot where the reader has a fair deal. $2.00 


Pebruary4 2//7 af 
Burke, Richard THE DEAD TAKE NO BOWS Houghton, Mifflin | 


Pretty mediocre gumshoer. Simultaneous shooting of two former vaudeville 
successes, definitely has-beens, in a cheap theatrical hotel, make Quinny Hite, formerly 
of the police force, decide to postpone his marriage in order to do some sleuthing on 
his own. Motives? - Money - love - revenge? Small cast of theatricals and ex-theatri- 
cals in one disguise or another. $2.00 


February 13 
Davis, Don DEATH ON TREASURE TRAIL Morrow 


How the Rio Kid, with a-price on his head, gets sucked into a treasure 
hunt, more killing and romance. How he helps the Novarros, father and daughter, 
against two gangs out to get some hidden gold. How all are trapped in the tunnel, and 
the Rio Kid. saves all but the father, in true heroic style. Only fairish. $2.00 


February 21 
Chanslor, Torry OUR SECOND MURDER Stokes 


See Our First Murder for set-up here - three elderly spinsters who have, 
with a brother, inherited a detective agency. Now they are employed to guard an af- 
fair involving the cream of society at the opening of a jewel emporium, where the 
historic jewels are to be "modelled" by various glamor girls. The gaiety is shattered 
by a strange scene, in which two marriages are announced, and others not involved, show 
their hands. A few minutes later glamor glamor girl number one is found dead. Every- 
one is suspect; alibis are full of holes; a second murder follows fast; and it takes 
little old Miss Lutie to prevent a third. Second rate. $2.00 


Ransome, Stephen Wor 7 | HEARSES DON'T HURRY Doubleday, Doran 
A prosecuting States Attorney out to get the crooked DA, has information 


leakage trouble, heart interest trouble and political troubles of his own. Pace-action- 
doublescores make this a good time-whiler-away. $2.00 
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SPECIAL MENTION | 
2? 
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It is too soon for another Testament of Youth to emerge from this war, but 
few dre better equipped to write of the war as it affects England today than Vera Brit- 
tain. This is a challenging reflection of the events, the moods, the reprecussions, the 
philosophy resulting from the impact of the war on England, and more specifically, on 
London. It is fragmentary - episodic. Parts of it are personal experience, glimpses of 
air raid shelters, of offices "carrying on", of war work, of evacuees, of city parks, of 
churches and public places. Chapters deal with the struggle of parents to make up their 
minds to sending their children overseas. Other chapters deal with those who have dedi- 
cated their lives to securing peace. And she ends with a note of faith in the rightness 
of that hope, and belief that only in a philosophy of love, not hate, of self-examination 
and self-discipline can a new world, free of war, oe $2.50 


, January 23 
Chiang, May-ling Soong CHINA SHALL RISE AGAIN Harper 
* This should be a Must Book, for here, in one volume, is a thorough survey 


from within, of what is happening to China today. Parts one and three are written by 
Madame Chiang Kai-shek, and sections of these parts appeared over a period of months 
in a Chinese newspaper. The middle section of the book brings together reports from 
ten Chinese officials, which, taken as a whole present China's program, achievements 
and ideals in the fields of finance, strategy, foreign relations, education, industri- 
alization, communication, health, citizenship, industrial cooperatives. Enlightening 
and encouraging and surprisingly readable, these reports show a new and lively spirit 
in China, and overwhelming faith in her ultimate success and rebirth. Madame Chiang 
Kai-shek's own contribution falls into two categories:- straight from the shoulder 
analysis and criticism of the weaknesses that are in part responsible for China's 
problems, and a thoughtful study of the philosophical and spiritual concepts at play, 
of the contribution made by Chinese women, of the challenge to democracies to pull to- 
gether. The last section is largely a presentation of the development of the New Life 
Movement,and what it means for China and the world.... Here is a book that balances the 
publications of journalists, and opens our eyes to what is happening in the Far East. 
If I were a bookseller, I should sell three books as a unit:- Smith's Our Future in 
Asia (see page 462), Snow's The Battle for Asia (coming February 19 - see page 633), 


and this book. $3.00 
daruaYry <7" y? o me 


Mason, Alpheus Thomas BUREAUCRACY CONVICTS ITSELF Viking 
The Ballinger—Pinchot Controversy 


What is the reason for publishing this monograph on a case, the importance 
of which has been minimized over the years, but which was the death knell of the Re- 
publican Old Guard of Taft's day? Primarily, its value today is that, implicit in the 
text is the challenge to our country to guard against a repetition of the circumstances 
that gave rise to the case, to guard against the dangers of bureaucracy, of size that 
prevents the possibility of knowing what is going on, of power in the hands of those | 
who would use it to their own ends. The case itself dealt with Alaskan coal lands, 
but Brandeis, in devoting years to the insistence on pushing the case to completion, 
did it not because of the specific problem, but because the public rights in national 
resources as against private speculation were at stake. Glavis as inheritor and in- 


terpreter of Theodore Roosevelt's conservation policies, and Pinchot who virtually 
inaugurated those policies fought with him, but Ballinger managed to get a white- | 
washing out of the affair, even though there was a major victory for public decency and | 
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and honor in goverment against terrific odds. Ickes’ comparatively recent exonera- 


tion of Ballinger is sufficient reason for publishing this warning. $2.50 
January 27 
Zelomek, A.W. & Shook, Robert C. AMERICAN BUSINESS IN Whittlesey House 
A CHANGING WORLD 
* Here is an encouraging and sympathetic presentation of world economic 


conditions, in so far as basic roots are concerned. South America is made the key- 
stone for our own future economic growth, no matter what the outcome of the war, 
though this is no rose-colored platform of appeasement of the Axis Powers. A dispas- 
sionate analysis of economic events leading up to the present war - our failure to 
realize the strategic importance we had won and our own tragic failure to use that 
power and our blindness to what was going on in Europe. Translation of a twice-told 
tale into terms of dollars and cents and markets and commodities, as an intelligently 
presented background for the years that lie ahead. The authors face that future on 
contrasting planes, and, whatever the outcome, they are able to prove, convincingly, 
that our immediate responsibility is to make every sacrifice to save democracy, but 
that we can write the ticket of the future in any case. They answer such. books as 
The Danger in Our Gold and show why they feel that our gold reserve is a bulwark. 

And they plead for intelligent and far-sighted leadership to sustain good business 


ahead. We can recommend this enthusiastically, as an up-to-the-minute book for busi- 
$2.50 


ness men. 


January 29 
Galbraith, Winifred IN CHINA NOW Morrow 


A book of stories of the common people of China and the part war plays in 
their lives, told by a woman who lived there fifteen years and who has been working 
with the Chinese Red Cross, and interspersed with personal experiences and observa-~ 
tions about China and Chinese character. It is full of human interest anecdotes, of 
peasants, semi-literate and educated people, of courage and cowardice, of kindness 
and cruelty, of the wake of the war, of missionaries, doctors, of Communism and the 
Japanese. There are descriptions of bombings, fighting and destruction and the book 
is a first hand account of terror in the land but not in the heart, a non-political 


picture that is inspired by the author's belief in and love for the people and the 
country. $2.50 


February ?? 


Bernhard, Hubert J., Bennett, Dorothy A. Whittlesey House 


& Rice, Hugh S. NEW HANDBOOK OF THE HEAVENS 


This book was originally published under the auspices of the Hayden Plan- 


Y 


etarium, and is now reissued in expanded and revised form, with additional photographs 


and charts. As reported previously "Step by step, through the seasons, the handbook 
takes one. Each step seems to grow out of its predecessor, and the charts and dia- 
grams and simple text make it seem fascinating and straight sailing. The simpler 
constellations, the planets, the moon, meteors, double stars, solar observations, 
nebulae and clusters, amateur photography, variable stars, asteroids, hints on tele- 


scopic usage - these are the main steps." A time-tested book, interesting, dependable, 


constructive, which will continue to sell through the years. $2.50 
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February me Bo 


Foster, Constance J. THE ATTRACTIVE CHILD Messner 


seidaneeutie tenis - page 468). "The content is more comprehensive than the 
title might suggest, for this encompasses several fields, the problems of building for 
health. as well as grooming for looks. There are chapters on skin, eyes, ears, teeth, 
feet, hands, posture; there are sections on allergies, on preventive medicine, on 
nervous tics, on reconstructive surgery, on emotionally and physically handicapped 
children. Comprehensive and not as superficial as it appeared at first glance. Stress- 
es close linking of health and good looks, and showshow to make the most of good points, 
how to analyze a child's possibilities, and to play them up in hair dressing and cloth- 
ing. Market - most mothers." $2.75 


February 2 2 | 
d@Maurier, Daphne COME WIND, COME WEATHER Doubleday, Doran 


At first sight, this seems to be a collection of "case histories" brought 
out of the present war conditions in England, human interest stories showing how vari- 
ous conditions were met and conquered by a deep spiritual strength and understanding 
and faith. It is the sort of "uplift" and inspirational book that many will find of 
value as the war comes closer to us. More careful study of the text seems to indicate 
that "Moral Rearmament" is the path indicated, so better accept the fact that this is 
propaganda for that movement (the Oxford Group movement), skillfully presented by a 
woman who has been studying it through the human angle and the results on certain lives. 


I understand that she is not herself a convert, though interested. paper $ a 6 
uly, tae 
RebereryT3 3}3 
Streeter, Floyd B. THE KAW: The Heart of a Nation Farrar & Rinehart 


Tenth in the Rivers of America Series, this is the story of the Kansas River 
commonly called the Kaw, and follows the usual pattern of the early history, explora- 
tions, settlers, political strife, and then diverges into the two factors that made 
the state, cattle and wheat, The cattle trails, the cow towns, the coming of the 
farmers, and the background of wheat culture that made the empire of wheat and brought 
about the agricultural revolt that was reflected in state and national politics. The 
recent duststorms, and the steps taken to save the land. There is a brief chapter on 
Kansas literary figures and the outstanding Kansas men and women, past and present, 
are briefly highlighted together with anecdotal material. Though this is competent, 
it doesn't have the vitality that distinguishes the best of this series. $2.50 


Announcing for February 17 
MacNeice, Louis POEMS 1925-1940 Random House 


The collected poems of MacNeice, who with Auden, Isherwood and C. Day Lewis 
forms the vanguard of English moderns which has set the step of contemporary poetry. i 
This volume comprises one hundred and fifty poems, seventy of which have never appeared 
in book form, and ranges from the meditative to the narrative, serious to light. $2.50 


March 2M “4 


Sigerist, Henry E. -— M.D. MEDICINE AND HUMAN WELFARE Yale 


These chaptersconstituted the Terry Lectures in 1938. They are a prominent 


contribution to the shelf of books giving historical background on medicine, and its 
From the days of sorcerers and medicine men, on down to today's growing 


present trends. 
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social awareness of disease as a social problem, Dr. Sigerist has traced the pattern. 
He has done one thing I've not seen done elsewhere - studied the history of health, as 
well as the history of disease and medicine and physicians. The book ends with a plea 


for a program of public health, for taking the doctor and the scientist out of the pub- 
lic market. place. $2.50 


March 7 


Rose, Don MY OWN FOUR WALLS Doubleday, Doran 
A columnist of Philadelphia's Evening Public Ledger writes casually and 
cheerfully of his experiences as a houseowner, and constant repairman, in Montgomery 
County, Pennsylvania. In 1918 he purchased a farmhouse for his wife and succession 

of offspring which now number twelve, and since that time has had perpetual pleasurable 
vicissitudes with his 1832 house which was not built with an eye for posterity. Rose 
is a self-styled "old fashioned fundamentalist", and enjoys doing everything himself, 
from plumbing to defective fireplaces to bricklaying and plastering and masonry, gard- 
ening, and gentleman farming. Not necessarily a "go thou and do likewise book", but a 
simple, homely record of one man's trials and enjoyments as a jack of all trades. $2.00 


march 10 
Reik, Theodor MASOCHISM IN MODERN MAN Farrar & Rinehart 


Reik is a disciple and former colleague of Freud, and this book is a seemingly 
all-pervasive analysis of masochism, as a sexual, psycholdgical, and social problem. The 
value of the book can only be appraised by the scientist, for whom it is intended. Reik 
discusses first the features, characteristics, forms of expression and dynamics of maso- 
chism. He subsequently analyzes the psychological factors involved, its relation to 
social and cultural forces. His contribution lies in his expansion of the subject from 
the sexological to the universal. For students and professionals in the psychological 


and medical fields. - $4.00 
March #& 
| Dobie, J. Frank THE LONGHORNS Little, Brown 


Addenda to Western lore, this full length "biography of the breed of cattle 
as a peer of bison or grizzly bear" in natural history, as a social factor with an ex- 
traordinary influence on men, as an economic agent, to form a story with both pictur-° 
esqueness and romantic realism. Full of factual material about the physical aspects of 
the longhorns, strains, appearance, etc., - about the character of the animals in stam- 
pede, drought, blizzard, herd habits, and crammed full of anecdotes by men who knew these 
cattle well. It is first class real Western material of men and animals, history, legend, 


lore of the plains, and the economic importance of the cattle industry and those it af- 
fected. $3.50 


March i3 
Smith, Logan Pearsall MILTON AND HIS MODERN CRITICS Little, Brown 


Perhaps the outstanding exponent of the not quite lost art of belles lettres, 
this cultivated classicist writes what is virtually an expanded essay on the subject of 
Milton and the modern "criticasters" who have attempted to dethrone him. First there 
was Ezra Pound who shouted his abuse; then T.S. Eliot who whispered with greater effect; 
then more and more moderns turning against him. Smith takes up the charges, and analyzes 
Milton, his language, his Puritanism, his spiritual (and very controversial) message. 

He shows how today, with changing standards of taste and little appreciation of fine 
writing, Milton's perfectionism is ignored. Written as only Pearsall Smith can write - 
but in subject matter of interest largely to scholars. $1.50 











e 





eo 13 « 


January 1, 1941 Non-fiction 


A Few Latecomers 


Published 
Hall, David THE RECORD BOOK Smith & Durrell 
. Here's a book of vital importance to those bookshops and book departments 


that have an affiliation with selling of records. If there is no such link the book 
should still be very saleable, to any of your customers whom you know to be interested 
in collecting a good library of records. There is both an informational and a practical 
value to the book, for in addition to carefully charted listings of records, with evalu- 
ations, data concerning artists, manufacturers, prices, etc., there is a running text, 
containing biographical and critical and historical notes on all the phases of music 
covered, - symphonic, operatic, vocal, instrumental, chamber, popular music. The theory 
back of sound building of a music library; data about composers, periods, conductors, 
children's records, and miscellaneous records (humor, physical exercises, etc.); and 
information on manufacturing processes, types of machines, needles - all give this book 
wide interest and value. Indexed. $3.50 


Stites, Raymond S. THE ARTS AND MAN Whittlesey 


Recently transferred from the McGraw Hill list (copyright 1940), this is 
a book of interest chiefly for schools, colleges and public libraries. But the trade 
should know about it, as it is a one-volume history of art, presented from a somewhat 
new angle and with a fresh approach and purpose. The author's intention is to con- 
centrate on a few great works of art to prove his points; to present the formal prin- 
ciples of composition; to develop the critical use of the art principle; to encourage 
an active participation in art creation. He develops his thesis on a background of a 
social history of art as related to the ages of man, and the various influences, from 
the days of the hunters up to the 20th century. Each chapter has its own bibliography, 
a list of suggested recordings. An adequate index makes it a good reference tool.$7.50 


January 2 
Haffner, Sebastian GERMANY: JEKYLL AND HYDE Dutton 


This book by a young German lawyer and publicist is a cross-section of 
present day Germany, the men at the helm and the masses who follow them, whether ac- 
tively or passively. Although in most of the books dealing with Germany today con- 
jectures have been made as to the types of men, and numbers, supporting the Fascist 
regime, this is the first study of the various groups which make up the nation and it 
is an interesting one. Leading off with Hitler, and delineating the factors which 
made his incumbency possible, and the much hated personalities in subordinate positions, 
Haffner then discusses the rank and file. The "true Nazi" or active Nazi, a 20% 
largely composed of the second generation; the "loyal population" - the passive fol- 
lowers who number 40%; the almost as great "disloyal population" who are an uncoordinated. 
puzzled and ineffectual group; and finally the positive, political counterforce and the 
emigres. Haffner closes with his solution for a de-Hitlerized Germany, the disunion 
of the country into states. A vivid, detailed survey from a new angle, and a book 


which has received a fine press in England. $2.50 


January 10 


Latane, John Holladay & A HISTORY OF AMERICAN FOREIGN POLICY Doubleday, Doran 
Wainhouse, David W. 


This is simply an announcement that a revised edition of this standard 
survey is being issued on the date indicated, with new material bringing it up to date. 
Latane is Late Professor of American History at Johns Hopkins; Wainhouse is at New York 


University. Libraries please note. 


$6.00 
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PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN DATE AND PRICE 


: Page 
ae Columbia University Press 
Van Kleffens, E.N.- JUGGERNAUT OVER HOLLAND - correct date 1/13 640 
Doubleday Doran 
Adams, F.- ARIZONA FEUD- postponed indefinitely 629 
Slaughter, F.G.-—- THAT NONE SHOULD DIE- from 2/7 to 3/21 608 
Tarkington, B.- THE HERITAGE OF HATCHER IDE- from $2.50 to $2.00 625 
Farrar & Rinehart 
Brand, R.- SHORT DAYS AGO- correct price $2.00 623 
Daly, E.- MURDERS IN VOL. II- from 2/20 to 3/6 628 
Pinckney, J.- HILTON HEAD- from 2/17 to 2/24 611 
Waugh, A.- NO TRUCE WITH TIME—- correct date 3/6 549 
Harcourt Brace 
Andrews, W.- THE VANDERBILT LEGEND- correct price $3.50 632 
Littie Brown 
Bell, V.-— SWAMP WATER- definite date 2/19 625 
Camp, R.- FISHING THE SURF- definite date 2/19 634 
Kendrick, B.- THE ODOR OF VIOLETS- from 1/22 to 1/28 551 
Macmillan 
Gordon, M.S.- BARRIERS TO WORLD TRADE~ from 1/14 to 2/25 585 
Holmes, V.- SALT OF THE EARTH- from 1/28 to 2/18 585 
Leslie, D.= ROYAL WILLIAM- from 2/25 to 2/4 626 
Moody, M.H.= LONG MEADOWS- from 2/11 to 3/4 625 
Seribner ; 
Thomason, J.W., Jr.- LONE STAR PREACHER- definite date 1/20 621 
Stokes 
eh Miller, C.B.— HUDSON VALLEY SQUIRE- definite price $2.75 634 
THE NEW YORK OFFICE CALENDAR - January 15th to February, ist 
January 16- Niles, Blair- EAST BY DAY (Farrar & Rinehart) 606 
January 17- Bemelmans, Ludwig- THE DONKEY INSIDE (Viking) 631 
Valtin, Jan- OUT OF THE NIGHT (Alliance) (February Book of the Month)631 
January 20- Bernstein, Aline - AN ACTOR'S DAUGHTER (Knopf) 632 
pe sanuary 2l- Brittain, Vera- ENGLAND'S HOUR (Macmillan) 8 
~ January 22- Armstrong, Margaret- THE MAN WITH NO FACE (Random House) 627 
January 23- Chiang, May-ling Soong- CHINA SHALL RISE AGAIN (Harper) 8 
Hilton, James—- RANDOM HARVEST (Little, Brown) 621 
January 24- Hindus, Maurice- TO SING WITH ANGELS (Doubleday Doran) 622 
r&- Kaup, Elizabeth D.- NOT FOR THE MEEK (Macmillan) (February Literary 
Guild) 1 
| Norris, Kathleen- THESE I LIKE BEST (Doubleday Doran) 1 
Ing Powys, John Cowper- OWEN GLENDOWER (Simon & Schuster) 621 
’ Weil, Richard Jr.- THE ART OF PRACTICAL THINKING (Simon & Schuster) 633 
January 27- Perry, George Sessions- HOLD AUTUMN IN YOUR HAND (Viking) 609 
January 28- Dollond, John- A GENTLEMAN HANGS (Macmillan) 7 
Kendrick, B.- THE ODOR OF VIOLETS (Little, Brown) 551 


January 31- Engle, Paul- ALWAYS THE LAND (Random House) 623 





